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Boundary objects are abstract or 
physical artefacts that reside in the 
interfaces between organisations or 
groups of people and have the capacity 
to bridge perceptual and practical 
differences among communities and 
facilitate cooperation by emerging 
mutual understanding. 
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”I have always refrained 
from normative statements 
about the true and proper 
meaning and use of 
boundary objects.” 
 
 

Star, S. L. 
This is Not a Boundary Object: Reflections on the Origin of a Concept 
Science, Technology & Human Values, 2010, 35, 601-617 . 
 

Aims of this 
panel. 

1) Overview of  
(and introduction to) the 
information science research 
informed by the theory of BOs. 

2) Illustrate the variety of 
studies and contexts in 
which the notion of BOs can 
be found useful.  

3) Push forward the state of 
the art of BO-oriented 
information science research. 


