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The big challenge of data! 
Managing digital resources and infrastructures 

for digital humanities researchers

Isto Huvila
ALM | Uppsala University

@ihuvila | www.istohuvila.se Archaeological Information in the Digital Society
http://www.abm.uu.se/research/Ongoing+Research+Projects/ARKDIS/

www.arkwork.eu | #costarkwork



Isto	Huvila	DHN	2018,	Helsinki 07/03/2018

2

Digital Curation Centre Digital Curation Life-cycle Model Digital Curation Centre Digital Curation Life-cycle Model

Huvila, I (forthcoming 2018) I. Ecology of archaeological information work In Huvila (ed.) 
Archeology and archaeological information work in the digital society. London: Routledge.

McKemmish, S. (2001). Placing records continuum theory and practice. Archival Science, 1(4), 333-359.
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Use-oriented management of research data?

Processes (between actors)
• Levels: create,  capture, 

organise, pluralise
• Forces: Needs/wants of actors, 

requirements of actual practices 
(interaction)

• Actors: curators, users, data
• …

Competences (for actors)
• Formative competences

– Data curation
– Information leadership

• ‘Reactive’ competences
– Information and data service
– Information and data literacy

• …



Isto	Huvila	DHN	2018,	Helsinki 07/03/2018

3

Can data (material 
things) have 
literacies?

~ Huvila, I. Information Services and Digital Literacy: 
In search of the boundaries of knowing
Chandos, 2012

Data curators’ information 
leadership vs. knowledge 
leadership?

~Huvila, I. Towards information leadership
Aslib Journal of Info Mgmt, 2014, 66(6), 663-677 

How to anticipate 
practices?

~ Huvila, I. Ecological framework of information 
interactions and information infrastructures
Journal of Information Science, 2009, 35(6), 695-708 
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