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MIDDLE EAST9 June 2011 Last updated at 18:41 GMTSyrian mystery of Amina Arraf: 'A gay girl in

Damascus'
News of the kidnap of Syrian blogger Amina Arraf - known as "a gay girl in

Damascus" - has made headlines around the world, but doubts about her identity

have prompted the question - does she really exist?

The blogger - a fierce critic of the regime of President Bashar al-Assad - has amassed

thousands of readers and supporters.

When someone purporting to be her cousin posted a note on her blog on Monday saying

that she had been abducted by suspected government agents in Damascus, Facebook

groups sprung up calling for her release.

But the story quickly began to unravel.

Amina Abdallah Arraf al-Omari was not who she seemed to be.

The woman in the pictures was not her. The US embassy in Syria had no record of her -

although she claimed to have dual citizenship. No-one could say that they had met her.

So who is Amina?
We know she is not the person in her pictures - that woman is Jelena Lecic, a resident of

London who was shocked to see her pictures all over the internet.

"I realised [on Tuesday] when I saw my picture on a Guardian online story and! before I
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