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Problem

Lack of contextual knowledge on
processes to properly
understand theiroutcomes.

Paradata

"Information about the procedure(s) and tools
used to create and process information
resources, along with information‘about the
persons carrying out those procedures.”

InterPARES Trust Al Terminol logy Database
https://interparestrustai.org/terminology/term/para
data/en
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Paradata
data on the processes

Paradata

"a category of thingsithat can be
appropriated as informativerof
processes and pragtices”

Highly knowledgeable humanities researchers according to RealVisXL30
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Lot of on-going work on
developing "ethical’Al”:

Regulations and guldellnes focus on Al
in contexts judged as particularly risky
pertaining to health, safety and

fundamental human rights.
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A lot of research on But what about
humanities research?

Al documentation medical.and
technical contexts:

T. A. Brereton, M. M. Malik

Training > a n Training
data Review, dat: nce: g w,
| Research. ch

F. Kénigstorfer, S- Thalmanny Al
Documentation: A path to accountability, Documentatior path to accountability;
Journal of Responsible Technology, 11 Journal of Responsible Technology,11
(2022)100043 .
d0i210.1016, 22100043. 0227100043.

Al models Al models

Methods for data documentation

F. Konigstorfer, A comprehensive review of technigues
for documenting artificial inte , Digital Policy,

Training Regulation and Go  Structured data
gats d0i:10.1408/DPR
- Summary statistics and visualisations
- Data analysis tools
¢ Unstructured data

- Metadata
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Methods for process documentation

« Al specific templates and checklists

- Model cards, Factsheets, Notebooks, Workflows tracking systems
* General paradata documentation methods

- Formal metadata

- Narratives

- RecordIng and logging

- Research plans and prospective workflows

Lot of on-going work on
documenting Al'models
and systems:

How to generate and keep
(enough) meaningful paradata
without massive additional
effort?

Less focus on

documenting Al use
so far.

How to document Al use?
Paradata

1. Avoid the impossible task of speculating (too much) about
(unknowable distant) future needs.

Perspectives
on Paradata

Research and Prctice of Documenting
Pracess Keomledge

. Focus on known uses (but don’t assume that it’s all).

. Document what a piece of documentation is:aiming to
achieve.

. Document what a particular Al system was used for and
what it was considered to have achieved in the context of
its use.

. Keep (many) working documents and drafts.
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