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INTERPARES TRUST AI
InterPARES Trust AI (2021-2026) is a m ulti-

national interdisciplinary project aim ing to design, 
develop, and leverage Artificial Intelligence to 
support the ongoing availability and accessibility 
of trustworthy public records by form ing a 
sustainable, ongoing partnership producing 

original research, training students and other 
highly qualified personnel (HQP), and generating a 
virtuous circle between academ ia, archival 
institutions, governm ent records professionals, 
and industry, a feedback loop reinforcing the 

knowledge and capabilities of each party.

interparestrustai.org
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Problem
Lack of contextual knowledge on 
processes to properly 
understand their outcomes.
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Paradata
data on the processes
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Paradata
”Information about the procedure(s) and tools 
used to create and process information 
resources, along with information about the 
persons carrying out those procedures.”

InterPARES Trust AI Terminology Database 
https://interparestrustai.org/terminology/term/para
data/en
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Paradata
”a category of things that can be 
appropriated as informative of 
processes and practices”

Huvila in Huvila et al. Paradata: Documenting Data 
Creation, Curation and Use. Cambridge University 
Press, 2025.
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Highly knowledgeable humanities researchers according to RealVisXL30

12



Huminfra 25 conference, Stockholm 12-13 
Nov, 2025

2025-11-17

Isto Huvila 3

13 14

15

Lot of on-going work on 
developing ”ethical AI”.
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Regulations and guidelines focus on AI 
in contexts judged as particularly risky 
pertaining to health, safety and 
fundamental human rights. 

S. Cameron, P. C. Franks, I. Huvila, N. Mooradian, 
Navigating accountability: The role of paradata in AI 
documentation and governance, Journal of 
Documentation 81 (2025) 906–926. doi:10.1108/JD-
01-2025-0009
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A lot of research on 
AI documentation medical and 
technical contexts.
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But what about 
humanities research?

20

AI models

AI 
systems

Training 
data

T. A. Brereton, M. M. Malik, M. Lifson, 
J. D. Greenwood, K. J. Peterson, S. M. 
Overgaard, The Role of Artificial 
Intelligence Model Documentation in 
Translational Science: Scoping Review, 
Interactive Journal of Medical Research 
12 (2023) e45903. 
doi:10.2196/45903.

F. Königstorfer, S. Thalmann, AI 
Documentation: A path to accountability, 
Journal of Responsible Technology 11 
(2022) 100043. 
doi:10.1016/j.jrt.2022.100043.
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F. Königstorfer, A comprehensive review of techniques 
for documenting artificial intelligence, Digital Policy, 
Regulation and Governance 26 (2024) 545–559. 
doi:10.1108/DPRG-01-2024-0008. 

Design decisions

Application 
domain

Training 
data
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Methods for data documentation

• Structured data
– Summary statistics and visualisations
– Data analysis tools

• Unstructured data
– Metadata 
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Methods for process documentation

• AI specific templates and checklists
– Model cards, Factsheets, Notebooks, Workflows tracking systems

• General paradata documentation methods
– Formal metadata
– Narratives
– Recording and logging
– Research plans and prospective workflows
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Lot of on-going work on 
documenting AI models 
and systems. 
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Less focus on 
documenting AI use 
so far.
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How to generate and keep 
(enough) meaningful paradata 
without massive additional 
effort?
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How to document AI use?

1. Avoid the impossible task of speculating (too much) about 
(unknowable distant) future needs.

2. Focus on known uses (but don’t assume that it’s all).
3. Document what a piece of documentation is aiming to 

achieve.
4. Document what a particular AI system was used for and 

what it was considered to have achieved in the context of 
its use.

5. Keep (many) working documents and drafts.
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Paradata

P
aradata

Documenting Data Creation, 
Curation and Use

Isto Huvila, Lisa Andersson, Zanna Friberg,
Ying-Hsang Liu and Olle Sköld

To make sense of data and use it effectively, it is essential to know where it 
comes from and how it has been processed and used. This is the domain of 
paradata, an emerging interdisciplinary !eld with wide applications. As"digital 
data rapidly accumulates in repositories worldwide, this comprehensive 
introductory book, the !rst of its kind, shows how to make that data 
accessible"and reusable.

In addition to covering basic concepts of paradata, the book supports 
practice"with coverage of methods for generating, documenting, identifying 
and managing"paradata, including formal metadata, narrative descriptions and 
qualitative and quantitative backtracking. The book also develops a unifying 
reference model to help readers contextualise the role of paradata within a wider 
system of knowledge, practices and processes, and provides a vision for the 
future of the"!eld.

This guide to general principles and practice is ideal for researchers, students 
and data managers.

Isto Huvila is Professor in Information Studies at the Department of ALM at 
Uppsala University.

Lisa Andersson is a researcher at the Department of ALM at Uppsala University.

Zanna Friberg is a PhD candidate in Information Studies at the Department of 
ALM at Uppsala University.

Ying-Hsang Liu is a researcher at the Department of ALM at Uppsala University.

Olle Sköld is Senior Lecturer at the Department of ALM and the director of the 
Master’s Programme in Digital Humanities at Uppsala University.
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This title is also available as Open Access on  
Cambridge Core at www.cambridge.org/core
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