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Paradata

"a category of things,.that can
be appropriated as informative
of processes and practices”

InterPARES Trust Al Terminology Database Huvila in Huvila et al. Paradata: Documenting Data
https://interparestrustai.org/terminology/term/para Creation, Curation and Use. Cambridge University
data/en Press, 2025.

Paradata

"Information about the procedure(s) and tools
used to create and process information
resources, along with information‘about the
persons carrying out those'procedures.”

1) Broad perspective 2) Narrow perspective 3) Middle-range perspective

Context Context Context

Data Metadata
documentation,
Contextual
information,
Metadata, Paradata

Huvilayl. (2022). Improving the usefulness of
research data with better paradata. Open
Information Science, 6(1), 28-48
https://doi.org/10.1515/0pis-2022-0129

Stuff comes out..:

Stuff goes in...

[
D ﬁsck box

Stuff goes in...
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Stuff ecomes out...

Data makers

*How |
conceptualise
the process

*What is (easily)

documentable

Data managers

» Standardisation
* Manageability

Data users

* Understanding
of data

* Making data
ready to use

Huvlla, 1. (2025). Imperative of Paradata. In M. loannides, D. Baker, A. Agaplou, & P. Slegkas (Eds.), 3D
Research Challenges in Cultural Herltage V: Paradata;Metadata and Data In Digitisatlon (pp. 1-11).
Springer Nature Switzerland. hitgs://dolorsy/10.1007/978-3-031-78590-0 1
Huvlla, I, Andersson, L., Skdld, 0., & Llu, Y.-H. (2025). Data makers’ and users’ views on useful paradata:
Prioritles In documenting data creatlon, curation, manlpulation and use In archaeology. International
Journal of Digltal Curation, 18(%), 1-24. hitps://dol.org/10.2218/I|dc.v1911.892
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"technical documentation”,
"algorithm and chosen model”,
"logging and monitoring the output  of
the system” etc.

Cameron, S., Franks, P., Huvila, I, & Mooradian, N.
(in print). Navigating Accountability: The Role of

Paradata in Al Documentation and Governance.
Journal of Documentation. Cameron, S., Franks, P. C., Huvila, I, & Mooradian, N. (2025). Navigatil

https://doi.ora/10.1108/JD 09 in Al documentation and governancesdournal of Documentation. hiips

0Q

Purpose of records

CREATED AS PARADATA USABLE AS PARADATA
+ Documentation RIsk management plans

Technical documentation Pollcy documents Ke e p i n g s p e Cifi c

Google Model cards Instructlon manuals

m:;n:ls:sﬂ Datasheets for Datasets \;\::Engdocuments documents ve rsus ”this
should be documented”

Cameron, 5., Franks, P. C., Huvlla, |, & Mooradan, N:(2026). Navlgating accountabllicy: The role of paradata In Al documentation and
governance. laurnal af Documentatlon. hetps://dol.org/10.1108/1D-01-2026-0009

How documentation Al paradata as a "socio-techno-
informs and whom? informational” challenge.

Cf. Eriksson-Backa, K., Hirvonen, N., Enwald, H., &
Huvila, 1. (2021). Enablers for and barriers to using

My Kanta—Afocus group study of older adults’
perceptions of the National Electronic Health
Finland. Informatics for Health and Social
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The making Making
transparent transparent
of what?
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Stuff goes in... Stuff goes in...

...or the process

Stuff comes out..:

B - >

Stuff goes in...

If (..) of the Al is an What kind of ‘a world is
answer, what really'is the world of (..)?
the question?
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