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Who we are
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INTERPARES TRUST AI
InterPARES Trust AI (2021-2026) is a m ulti-
national interdisciplinary project aim ing to 
design, develop, and leverage Artificial 
Intelligence to support the ongoing availability 
and accessibility of trustworthy public records 
by form ing a sustainable, ongoing partnership 
producing original research, training students 
and other highly qualified personnel (HQP), and 
generating a virtuous circle between academ ia, 
archival institutions, governm ent records 
professionals, and industry, a feedback loop 
reinforcing the knowledge and capabilities of 
each party.

interparestrustai.org
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Problem
Lack of contextual knowledge 
on processes to properly 
understand their outcomes.
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Paradata
data on the processes
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Paradata
”Information about the procedure(s) and tools 
used to create and process information 
resources, along with information about the 
persons carrying out those procedures.”

InterPARES Trust AI Terminology Database 
https://interparestrustai.org/terminology/term/para
data/en
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Paradata
”a category of things that can 
be appropriated as informative 
of processes and practices”

Huvila in Huvila et al. Paradata: Documenting Data 
Creation, Curation and Use. Cambridge University 
Press, 2025.
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Huvila, I. (2022). Improving the usefulness of 
research data with better paradata. Open 
Information Science, 6(1), 28–48. 
https://doi.org/10.1515/opis-2022-0129
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AI
AI

AI

Stuff goes in…

Stuff comes out…
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AI
AI

AI

Stuff goes in…

Stuff comes out…

Black box.
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Data makers

•How I 
conceptualise 
the process

•What is (easily) 
documentable

Data managers

•Standardisation
•Manageability

Data users

•Understanding 
of data

•Making data 
ready to use

Huvila, I. (2025). Imperative of Paradata. In M. Ioannides, D. Baker, A. Agapiou, & P. Siegkas (Eds.), 3D 
Research Challenges in Cultural Heritage V: Paradata, Metadata and Data in Digitisation (pp. 1–11). 

Springer Nature Switzerland. https://doi.org/10.1007/978-3-031-78590-0_1

Huvila, I., Andersson, L., Sköld, O., & Liu, Y.-H. (2025). Data makers’ and users’ views on useful paradata: 
Priorities in documenting data creation, curation, manipulation and use in archaeology. International 

Journal of Digital Curation , 19(1), 1–24. https://doi.org/10.2218/ijdc.v19i1.892
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https://doi.org/10.1007/978-3-031-78590-0_1
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https://doi.org/10.1007/978-3-031-78590-0_1
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WORK 2025 2025-08-21

Isto Huvila 2025 3

”technical documentation”, 
”algorithm and chosen model”, 
”logging and monitoring the output  of 
the system” etc.

Cameron, S., Franks, P., Huvila, I., & Mooradian, N. 
(in print). Navigating Accountability: The Role of 
Paradata in AI Documentation and Governance. 
Journal of Documentation. 
https://doi.org/10.1108/JD-01-2025-0009
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Cameron, S., Franks, P. C., Huvila, I., & Mooradian, N. (2025). Navigating accountability: The role of paradata 
in AI documentation and governance. Journal of Documentation. https://doi.org/10.1108/JD-01-2025-

0009

14

Purpose of records

CREATED AS PARADATA
• Documentation

• Technical documentation
• Google Model cards
• Microsoft  Datasheets for Datasets
• Log files

USABLE AS PARADATA
• Risk management plans

• Policy documents
• Instruction manuals
• Working documents
• Plans

Cam eron, S., Franks, P. C., Huvila, I., &  M ooradian, N . (2025). Navigating accountability: The role of paradata in AI docum entation and 
governance. Journal of Docum entation. https://doi.org/10.1108/JD-01-2025-0009
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Keeping specific 
documents versus ”this 
should be documented”
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How documentation 
informs and whom?
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AI paradata as a ”socio-techno-
informational” challenge.

Cf. Eriksson-Backa, K., Hirvonen, N., Enwald, H., & 
Huvila, I. (2021). Enablers for and barriers to using 
My Kanta—A focus group study of older adults’ 
perceptions of the National Electronic Health 
Record in Finland. Informatics for Health and Social 
Care, 46(4), 399–411. 
https://doi.org/10.1080/17538157.2021.1902331
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AI
AI

AI

Stuff goes in…

Stuff comes out…

Black box.

The making 
transparent 
of what?

19

AI
AI

AI

Stuff goes in…

Stuff comes out…

Black box.

Making 
transparent 
…
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AI
AI

AI

Black box.

… the AI
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Stuff goes in…

Stuff comes out…

…or the process
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If (..) of the AI is an 
answer, what really is 
the question?
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What kind of a world is 
the world of (..)?
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Paradata

P
aradata

Documenting Data Creation, 
Curation and Use

Isto Huvila, Lisa Andersson, Zanna Friberg,
Ying-Hsang Liu and Olle Sköld

To make sense of data and use it effectively, it is essential to know where it 
comes from and how it has been processed and used. This is the domain of 
paradata, an emerging interdisciplinary !eld with wide applications. As"digital 
data rapidly accumulates in repositories worldwide, this comprehensive 
introductory book, the !rst of its kind, shows how to make that data 
accessible"and reusable.

In addition to covering basic concepts of paradata, the book supports 
practice"with coverage of methods for generating, documenting, identifying 
and managing"paradata, including formal metadata, narrative descriptions and 
qualitative and quantitative backtracking. The book also develops a unifying 
reference model to help readers contextualise the role of paradata within a wider 
system of knowledge, practices and processes, and provides a vision for the 
future of the"!eld.

This guide to general principles and practice is ideal for researchers, students 
and data managers.
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